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Mayoral candidates
gear up for election
Five in running to replace
Coble focus on issues
of finance, transparency
Chelsey Seidel
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Candidates are lining up for Columbia’s
2010 mayoral race, bringing lively agendas
to the public eye. While Columbia’s current
mayor, Bob Coble, is choosing not to seek
re-election, five new candidates are running
and will be campaigning over this holiday
season, hoping to fill the seat that Coble
has held since 1990. The polls will open
April 6, 2010, for Columbians to vote in this
nonpartisan mayoral election.

USC heads to Clemson
The Gamecock basketball
team will square off with
th e T i g e r s Su n d ay at
Littlejohn Coliseum.

See page 11

Rating holiday favorites
With ABC Family feautring
a staggering 50 days of
h o l i d ay p ro g r a m m i n g
this year, you’ll need The
Mix as your guide to sift
through this season’s
Christmas specials.

See page 8

Tete a Tete

Marilynn Michael
Joyner Lambert
Second-year
English and
dance student

First-year
comparative
literature
student

Columnists debate the
merits of cramming.

Mix

Steve Benjamin, a New
York native, has lived in
Orangeburg for 22 years.
He w a s USC ’s s t ude nt
body president 20 years ago
and went on to graduate
from the University Law
School. Along with being
a m a n ag i n g p a r t ner at
Benjamin Law Firm, LLC, BENJAMIN
Benjamin is director of the
S.C. Department of Probation and Parole.
Benjamin’s main goals if elected are to invest
in adequate public safety, create jobs and run
the city more efficiently.
“We need to stop wast ing ta x payer
money,” Benjamin said.
In his free time he enjoys playing with his
four- and two-year-old daughters.
Joseph Azar was born and
raised in Columbia. He has
run for mayor before, and
when asked which party he
is affiliated with, he said
“If you have a party, I’ll be
there.”
Azar feels as if having one
position is like having one
AZAR
vitamin, but he reminds
Colu mbia ns t hat t wo
words they certainly need to remember are
“communication and cooperation.” Cleaning
up finances and taking care of city employees
are some of his goals.
“Your greatest assets are your people. If
you do business with the people that go to
school here and go to church here, it will
import and export money and help us grow

in return,” Azar said.
His hobbies include eating good food, bike
riding, going to festivals and having fun with
friends. “I love creating and doing,” he said.
Kirkman Finlay is from
Columbia and is CEO and
a founding owner of Rising
High Natural Bread Co.,
a baker y and restaurant.
He currently sits on City
Council and serves on the
board of Palmetto Health
Foundation and the Boy
Scout s of A mer ica. If
FINLAY
elected, he would strive for
safe, clean and accountable government.
“We need to work on beautif ying the
image of the city,” Finlay said.
In his free time he enjoys hunting, fishing,
playing tennis and spending time with his
three girls.
“They are my sweeties,” Finlay said.
Steve Morrison was born
in California and went to
school in Michigan but has
worked in Columbia since
1971. He received his juris
doctor from the USC’s Law
School and attended the
Harvard Graduate School
of Business. He is managing
partner of Nelson, Mullins, MORRISON
R iley and Scarborough,
South Carolina’s largest law firm. He has
never run for political office before, but is
part of the Palmetto Health Foundation and
the Chair House of Delegates for the S.C.
Bar Board service. He enjoys music, arts,
theater, fishing and bad golf. If elected, his
main goals are jobs, safety and putting the
financial house in order.
“I nteg r it y a nd t ra nspa renc y i n ou r
financial management must be restored.
This is the first step in creating a foundation
of trust and rebuilding a common covenant
among our citizens that our elected council
can be counted on for responsible stewardship
of the people’s money,” Morrison said.
Gary Myers Jr. will be running for mayor in
2010 as well but was unable to be contacted
through the Cit y of Columbia Mayor’s
office.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

STUDENTORGANIZATION
Law group focuses on building
strong team, honing skills
Sarah Peterman
STAFF WRITER

See page 4
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While “mock trial” may conjure up images of
suits and ties, page after page of cases and Judge
Judy, the Carolina Mock Trial Team shows that
it’s much more.
“It’s kind of like parliamentary debate meets
theater,” said club president Viki Alvarez , a
fourth-year history student.
The Mock Trial Team began in conjunction
with an Honors College class. And while many
members fi rst get involved through the class, it
is also a student organization. All are welcome
to try out each fall.
The team is given a case, either criminal or
civil, and prepares to argue its position, just as
in the court room.
Both attorneys and witnesses are members
of the team. People with a dramatic flare often
embrace the role of being a witness while law
school hopefuls enjoy the chance to practice
their courtroom skills as an attorney.
Matt Kneece, a third-year political science
student, has been a witness for the team since
his freshman year.
“You have to mentally become the character

Chad Simmons / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Wideman/Davis Dance performs to highlight homlessness.

Performance exhibits
struggles of homeless
Dance company
raises awareness,
sparks dialogue
Sierra Kelly
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The da nce compa ny
W idem a n / Dav i s Da nce
i s g i v i n g t he homele s s
in Columbia hope
a nd inspirat ion w it h
performances this week at
Drayton Hall.
The company, which has
been together for six years,
is finishing up a week of
performances tonight at 8
p.m. that bring the stories of
Columbia’s homeless to light.
T h adde u s D av i s , t he
dance company’s associate
director, said the idea of
homelessness is the main
focus of “Balance,” the main
work of the performance.
“How t hey became
homeless, how long they’ve
been homeless, why they
have had a difficult time of
coming out of homelessness
as well as the everyday person
perspective of homelessness,”
he said. “It’s those different
perspectives that are being
used in this production to
create and pose questions.”
Dav is sa id t he show

WEEK:

you’re playing,” Kneece said.
While witnesses belong to one team, they are
cross-examined by the opposing team and need
to know their character well.
Mon ica Bracey, a second-year pol it ical
science student , is an attorney for the team.
“You never know what to expect,” Bracey said.
“You have to prepare for everything.”
The Mock Trial Team prepares to argue
cases in competitions around the countr y.
Recent ly, t he team won f irst place in t he
Middle Tennessee State University Invitational,
beating out University of Southern California
and leaving them in second place.
Mock trial is highly competitive, and many of
the members feel they are members of a sports
team. “It’s defi nitely a team effort, just not in
the traditional sports sense,” Kneece said.
The team is working to gain the prestige and
recognition that sports teams have, because,
Alvarez said, they work just as hard preparing
for a case as a sports team does preparing for
a game. Apart from winning tournaments,
members have a lot to gain by honing skill
through mock trial. “If enough hard work is put
in, you can really reap the benefits,” Alvarez
said. “Clear communication, critical thinking
skills and creative development are all a part of
mock trial.”
But after the cases have been argued and
the judge’s fi nal decision made, what members
enjoy most is being a part of the team.

benefits the homeless by
putting the issue on the table
and opening it for discussion.
“The more it is brought
to the forefront, the more
we consider what we can
do.” Davis said. “People are
constantly talking about and
reminding us something we
need to figure out how to
eradicate.”
The dance company got
the idea of homelessness
from the USC psychology
department’s photo-voice
project, “While I Breathe I
Hope (Dum Spiro Spero),”
which chronicles stories of
homelessness in a photo
series.
“Here in South Carolina
the homeless tried to blend
in and wanted to be normal
people except t hat t hey
would hang out in Starbucks
but they did not carry their
stuff with them. Homeless
people are not apologetic
for being homeless. They
had a hard time and they’ve
fallen on bad times.” Davis
said. “That kind of brought
to our attention and gave us
the idea to explore the idea
of homelessness through
dance.”
Dav is sa id g iv i ng is
the purpose of the dance
company.
Dance ● 4

Mock Trial Team

Provided by Viki Alvarez

The Mock Trial Team celebrates their win,
demonstrating their commitment to teamwork.
“I love getting really close with the team,”
Alvarez said.
For more i nfor mat ion about t he Mock
Tr ia l Te a m , v i sit t hei r Web site , w w w.
carolinamocktrail.synthesite.com, or e-mail
them at smocktt@mailbox.sc.edu. They meet
every Tuesday at 8 p.m. in Gambrell, room 302.

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

THE DAILY GAMECOCK WISHES YOU GOOD LUCK ON YOUR FINALS.
ENJOY THE WINTER BREAK AND WE WILL SEE YOU BACK ON JAN. 11, 2010.
MAKE SURE TO PICK UP OUR STRESSBUSTERS ISSUE OUT ON STANDS MONDAY!
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CALENDAR

LOCAL & WORLD NEWS

What: Exam Week
survival pack pick-up
When: 10 a.m. — 3
p.m.
Where: Russell House
Lobby

LOCAL
Panel cuts 28 ethics charges

What: USC Ring
Pick-up
When: 10 a.m. — 6
p.m.
Where: RH Lobby
What: Free Hot
Chocolate
When: 10 a.m. — 12
p.m.
Where: RH Patio
What: Wadsworth
Music Series
When: 11 a.m. — 1
p.m.
Where: Greene Street
What: Campus
Advance Meeting
When: 1:30 p.m.
Where: RH 203
What: Carolina After

Dark

When: 10 p.m.- 2 a.m.
Where: Russell House

SPORTS
SCHEDULE
SWIM AND DIVE
Today
Ohio State Invite Diving
Columbus, OH
All Day

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Sunday
vs.Clemson
Littlejohn Coliseum
1:00 pm

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Sunday, December 13
vs. NC State
@ Colonial Life Arena
2:00 pm

FOLLOW US
ONLINE
TWITTER
NEWS: thegamecock
SPORTS: TDG_Sports
MIX: gamecockmix

FACEBOOK
Become a fan of
The Daily Gamecock

YOUTUBE
Subsribe to our
YouTube channel:
thedailygamecock

PIC OF THE DAY

South Carolina lawmakers considering whether
or not to impeach Gov. Mark Sanford handed him a
victory Thursday by cutting from their debate most
accusations of ethical wrongdoing over his travel and
campaign reimbursements.
Members of the legislative panel, in its fi rst series
of hearings about impeach ing t he Republican,
unanimously decided that 28 of 37 civil ethics charges
levied against Sanford will not be part of their
discussion.
“It is appropriate that the committee dismissed the
bulk of the allegations against the governor,” said
Ross Garber, attorney for the Office of the Governor.
“These allegations clearly did not rise to the level
of serious crimes and serious misconduct in office
required to justify impeachment of a governor for the
first time in the history of South Carolina.”
The charges not being discussed involve allegations
Sanford flew in pricey commercial airline seats despite
rules requiring lowest-cost travel and questions of
reimbursements from his campaign money.

NATIONAL
Ga. House speaker resigns
ATLANTA — Georgia’s powerful House speaker has
resigned after a suicide attempt and allegations by his
ex-wife of an affair with a lobbyist.
Speaker Glenn Richardson said in a statement issued
Thursday by the House communications office that his
resignation takes effect Jan. 1.
He had won sympathy from even his political enemies
when he revealed last month that he had attempted
suicide by swallowing sleeping pills. But then his exwife went on TV and accused him of having “a full-out
affair” with a lobbyist while they were still married.
The 49-year-old was once thought to be a serious
contender for governor. He had been silent since
his ex-wife claimed this week that he slept with a
lobbyist pushing a $300 million pipeline bill he was
co-sponsoring.
It has been a dizzying fall for one of Georgia’s most
powerful political figures. Sheriffs deputies found him
Nov. 8, slumped semiconscious on the edge of the
bathtub at his west Georgia home after he called his
mother to say he had swallowed pills. A suicide note and
a silver .357 Magnum were on the counter next to him.
The contents of the note have not been released.

INTERNATIONAL
Guinea president wounded

CONA K RY, Guinea — A renegade fact ion of
Guinea’s presidential guard opened fire on the African
country’s leader Thursday, slightly wounding him amid
rumors of deep divisions within the army nearly three
months after a military-led massacre of protesters at a
peaceful rally.
President Moussa “Dadis” Camara was shot at by
his military aide, who heads the presidential guard,
Com mu n icat ions M i n ister Idr issa Cher if sa id.
A statement read on state TV said the 45-year-old
president had been slightly wounded but that his life was
not in danger.
“The president of the republic is still the president
of the republic and he is in good health,” Cherif said
as military helicopters and sporadic shooting could be
heard in downtown Conakry.
Cherif said Camara had left the country’s main
military barracks from where he has been running
the country since seizing power in a military-led coup
11 months ago. He headed downtown to a military
camp housing hundreds of men under the control of
Abubakar “Toumba” Diakite, the president’s aide-decamp. The shooting occurred inside the camp.
The incident underscores the deep rifts inside the
military clique that grabbed control of the nation of 10
million on Africa’s western coast just 11 months ago.
Camara had initially promised to quickly organize
elections, but then reversed course and began hinting
that he planned to run for office, prompting a massive
protest Sept. 28.

— The Associated Press

Davis Walters / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The South Carolina State House stands decorated for the holiday season as
lights, tree, and ornaments lighting up the December night.

TODAY IN HISTORY
1874
The Dei Gratia, a small British brig under Captain David Morehouse, spots the Mary Celeste, an
American vessel, sailing erratically but at full sail near the Azores Islands in the Atlantic Ocean.
The ship was seaworthy, its stores and supplies were untouched, but not a soul was onboard.

1918
President Woodrow Wilson departs Washington, D.C., on the first European trip by a U.S.
president. After nine days at sea aboard the S.S. George Washington, Wilson arrived at Brest,
France, and traveled by land to Versailles, where he headed the American delegation to the
peace conference seeking an official end to World War I.

1945
In an overwhelming vote of 65 to 7, the U.S. Senate approves full U.S. participation in the
United Nations.

1952
Heavy smog begins to hover over London, England. It persists for four days, leading to the
deaths of at least 4,000 people.

1992
President George H. Bush orders 28,000 U.S. troops to Somalia, a war-torn East African
nation where rival warlords were preventing the distribution of humanitarian aid to thousands of
starving Somalis. The mission, which Bush called “God’s Work,” lasted 15 months.

WEIRD HEADLINES
‘ E l f ’ J a i l e d O ve r A l l e g e d Office reported that the teen, 18, first threw
a magazine at his father, who was sleeping
Dynamite Hoax
MORROW, Ga. — A man in an elf suit was
jailed after police in Georgia say he told a
mall Santa that he was carrying dynamite.
Police say Southlake Mall in suburban
Atlanta was evacuated, but no explosives
were found.
Morrow police arrested 45-year-old
William C. Caldwell III, who was being
held without bond Thursday in the Clayton
County jail. He was not part of the mall’s
Christmas staff.

Would-be thief sends
merciful NY store owner $50
SHIRLE Y, N.Y. — A L o n g I s l a nd
convenience store owner who showed mercy
to a would-be robber said he’s received
an apology note and $50 in the mail. The
unsigned note said it was from the man who
tried to rob Mohammad Sohail. It said the
would-be robber has a new job, a new child
and is staying out of trouble.
Sohail is saving the $50 for charity.
The bat-wielding man tearfully told Sohail
in May that he was trying to feed his family.
The rifle-toting businessman gave him $40
and bread and made him promise never to
rob again.
The man disappeared when Sohail went to
get milk for the family.

on a living room couch Tuesday evening.
When that didn’t work, deputies said the
teen pushed his father onto the floor and
punched him in the face.

Ohio police say man tried to
take their candy bars
CINCINNATI — Talk about sticky fingers.
Police arrested a man they say tried to take
their candy bars. In the southwest Ohio city
of Middletown, around 30 miles north of
Cincinnati, police charged that Derek Kidd,
32, tried to walk out of the station with
two candy bars and a police toboggan cap.
Police Maj. Mark Hoffman said Kidd and his
girlfriend had just been released Wednesday
after disorderly conduct arrests and were
asking passers-by to use a cell phone. He
invited them inside to use a police phone.

Police: Bubble gum bandits
walk, talk and steal
STERLING HEIGHTS, Mich. — Police said
a pack of bubble gum bandits is walking into
suburban Detroit gas stations and chewing
through the candy aisle. Police said the
latest heist happened Nov. 21, when two
suspects chatted up the clerk of a Speedway
gas station in Sterling Heights, while a third
suspect filched $318 worth of gum.

Fla. teen allegedly attacks
dad for loud snoring
OLDSMAR, Fla. — A Florida teenager
has been charged with assaulting his father,
reportedly because the man was snoring
too loudly. The Pinellas County Sheriff’s

FOLLOW US
on TWITTER

thegamecock
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Dance ● Continued from 1
“What we do give, we give
from our heart and opportunity
to sh i ne more l ight on t he
subject,” Davis said. “It’s not
about the money. We try to bring
attention to the subject matter.”
Dav i s s a id homele s s ne s s
is important simply because it
exists.
“There are people that choose
to be homeless,” Davis said.
“There are other ideas: domestic
violence, loss of jobs, people don’t
necessarily do to themselves.”
Associate psychology professor
Bret Kloos said he and David
Asiamah, a doctoral candidate in
psychology, have been interested
in what the dance company is
doing because it’s another way of
bringing awareness.
“I n par t ic u lar we’re ver y
interested in understanding
p e o p l e ’s e x p e r i e n c e a n d
representing that experience,
but they want to be careful how
they’re represented,” Kloos said.
“Their interest in the creative
process is what is interesting to
us.
Kloos said Asiamah’s photovoice project at the Columbia
Museum of Art helped students
build relationships with the
homeless through learning about
their lives.
Kloos said although the dance
company are world class artists
they wanted to do something
about Colu mbia and t he
Columbia experience.
“ We c o n n e c t e d t h e m
with family shelters here in
Columbia,” Kloos said.
K lo o s s a id t h i s s o c i a l l y
engaged art needs to lead to
action.
“R a isi ng awareness a nd
realizing it’s not the individual’s
problem, it’s everyone’s problem,”
Kloos said. “I just find it very
encouraging that they want to
give back to South Carolina this
way and encourage us to talk
more about it.”

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

Veteran fights association
Medal of Honor winner
defends flagpole, combats
neighborhood group
Zinie Chen Samson
The Associated Press
Brett Flashnick / The Associated Press

South Carolina Gov. Mark Sanford welcomes guests.

A divided holiday
Public eyes first family,
mindful of Sanford’s
indiscretions in past year
Bruce Smith and Seanna Adcox
The Associated Press

In holiday seasons past, South Carolina’s first
family seemed like something out of a Norman
Rockwell painting.
Gov. Mark Sanford, first lady Jenny and their
four sons flipped the switch to light the towering
statehouse Christmas tree. They posed for a bucolic
holiday card describing folksy family events, like their
youngest giving a turtle a new home in a fountain at
the governor’s mansion.
Oh, how things have changed after the governor’s
June admission that he took a secret trip to Argentina
to visit his mistress, whom he calls his soul mate.
The couple no longer shares a home, but on
Thursday Jenny Sanford still fulfilled her traditional
role as first lady, welcoming the public to see the
holiday decorations at the governor’s mansion.
That’s where her husband lives, but she and the
boys stay at the family’s beachfront home on Sullivans
Island, 120 miles away.
Jenny Sanford and two of the boys skipped the
traditional state Christmas tree lighting last weekend,
while Mark Sanford sat between his two youngest
sons. Even the tree is a little less festive this year —
because of the recession, the garden club that puts it
up had to buy a shorter one than usual.
Mark Sanford did attend the open house, arriving
about two hours after it began — and after the crowd
had mostly thinned out. The governor gave his wife a
quick kiss, but the two spent much of the night about
10 feet apart, entertaining separate groups.
The family does plan to send a Christmas card
this year, although it is not in the mail yet, said Meg
Milne, a spokeswoman for the first lady. She wouldn’t
say whether it would include the traditional family
portrait.

RICHMOND, Va. — One of the nation’s
oldest Medal of Honor winners was back
in the fight Thursday, this time against a
neighborhood association that wants him
to take down a front-yard flagpole.
Supporters, including a U.S. senator,
have been falling in behind 90-year-old
ret ired A r my Col. Va n T. Bar foot, a
World War II veteran awarded the lofty
Congressional honor for actions including
standing up to three German tanks with a
bazooka and stopping their advance.
Barfoot put up t he 21-foot f lagpole
in September in front of his suburban
Richmond home. He raises the American
flag daily at sunrise and retires it at sunset.
“It’s really ridiculous to want to keep
the f lag from being f lown,” he said in a
telephone inter view. “I’ve heard some
terrible excuses out there.”
T h e S u s s e x S q u a r e h o m e o w n e r s’
association says the fl agpole violates the
neighborhood’s aesthetic guidelines. It
originally ordered him to remove it by
5 p.m. Friday or face a lawsuit, but on
Thursday it pushed back the deadline until
Dec. 11.
The group has said Barfoot can display
t he f lag, as long as it’s in a way t hat
conforms with association rules, such as
from a pole mounted on the front of the
house.
“This is not about the American f lag.
This is about a fl agpole,” the association
said in a statement.
Sen. Mark R. Warner, D-Va., is among
those offering to help break the impasse,
Warner spokesman Kevin Hall said. On
Thursday, the homeowners’ association
voted unanimously to ask Warner’s office
to attempt to reach a compromise in the
dispute.
“We intend to get to work right away
to try to come up with a solution that’s
acceptable to both Col. Barfoot and to the
homeowners’ association,” Hall said in an
e-mail.
Wa r ner a nd t he wa r hero b ec a me
acqua i nted at vetera ns’ event s when
Warner was Virginia’s governor from
2002-06. Others are backing Barfoot on
the Internet, including with a Facebook

Eva Russo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Col. Barfoot lowers the flag outside his home.
page.
Barfoot won the Medal of Honor for
ac t ions wh i le h is platoon was u nder
German assault near Carano, Italy, in May
1944. The award citation says Barfoot,
then a 2nd lieutenant, crept up alone on
German machine gun nests, killing and
capturing enemy troops in three of them,
stopped t heir t hree-tank advance and
helped two seriously wounded comrades
back to safety.
He also won t he Pu r ple Hear t and
other decorations and served in Korea and
Vietnam before retiring from the service
in 1974. The Sitter & Barfoot Veterans
Care Center, a state nursing home for
military retirees in Richmond, bears his
name.
Barfoot’s daughter, Margaret Nicholls,
said her father has been moved to tears by
the outpouring of support, and he hopes
the nine-member homeowners’ board will
use its discretion and let him keep the
pole.
“A house-mounted pole? That is not an
option,” Nicholls said. “The f lagpole is
defi nitely what he’s fighting for.”

Carolina Duel
While their matchup on the gridiron may have been decided almost
a week ago, Clemson and South Carolina also competed on another
front — organ donations.
In the first Donate Life Duel, more than 3,000 people from the two
schools registered as tissue and organ donors. Clemson edged out
South Carolina, 1,716 donors to 1,346.
School supporters registered on the South Carolina Organ and
Tissue Donor Registry at www.donatelifesc.org and could select with
which team they wanted to register. The competition began on Oct.
1 and concluded Nov. 28. Tracy Armstrog, the executive director of
Donate Life South Carolina — the agency that conducted the drive —
said that the drive and the new online registry were successful.
“Donate Life South Carolina is excited to have launched this new
campaign to register more organ/tissue donors and enjoyed working
with energetic, enthusiastic college students, alumni and others
throughout the state,” Armstrong said.
Garnet & Black
Magazine Editor

Director of Public
Affairs for WUSC

Assistant Design
Director for the Daily
Gamecock

Co-Producer of
“Talk of the Town” for
SGTV

“The generosity of the fans of both teams hopefully will inspire more
people to give the greatest gifts of all — life, sight and mobility.”
For more information, or to register, visit www.donatelifesc.org.

Jan. 11th & 12th
7:30pm
RHUU 304

Jan. 27th & 28th
8pm
RHUU 305

Jan. 14th & 19th
8pm
RHUU 302

Jan. 26th & Feb. 4th
8pm
RHUU 204

STUDENT MEDIA at USC offers students the opportunity to gain
experience in print, broadcast and online media, advertising sales
and graphic design. For more information, contact STUDENT MEDIA
at 803-777-3888 or visit www.sa.sc.edu/studentmedia

...it’s never too late to join.

Begin your relationship with
Student Media today.

Visit our Web site at

DailyGamecock .com
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CHRIS COX
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90-year-old veteran
has right to fly flag
You probably have never heard of Mr. Van T. Barfoot,
but once you have heard of the retired United State Army
colonel, you will undoubtedly be left in awe.
Barfoot, now 90 years old, is one of a handful of living
World War II veterans who received the Medal of Honor
for his service. Barfoot, also a veteran of the Korean
and Vietnam wars, served in the European Theatre and
distinguished himself with valor in Carano, Italy, where, in
a single day, he — on his own
dest royed t hree German
This American —
m ac h i ne g u n ne s t s , k i l le d
enemies, took another 17
hero has the right eight
prisoner, destroyed a tank and
crew, and carried two injured
to honor his coutry its
men almost a mile to safety.
O nc e a g a i n , t he c olonel
in the way that he is f ac i ng a cha l lenge – h is
homeow ner’s associat ion. A
sees fit. resident of the Sussex Square
community in Richmond, Va.,
Barfoot erected a 21-foot flagpole on his front lawn when
he moved in. He has now been told that he must remove the
flagpole by 5 p.m. today or face legal repercussions.
The issue isn’t about the flying the American flag, the
homeowners’ association said, but rather the community’s
aesthetic rules and regulations.
We respect the need for homeowners’ associations and the
necessity of having rules in place to ensure communities and
neighborhoods from become dilapidated and visually jarring
dumps. However, common sense has to rule over all.
There is nothing unappealing or wrong about a flagpole,
even a tall one. As Barfoot claims, the f lag has always
been flown upright, and not sideways off a house, like the
association calls for. Many fellow neighbors have expressed
support for Barfoot and the association should do the same
and drop its contention. This American hero has earned the
right to honor his country in the way that he sees fit.

Cramming good for exams, last-minute
studying effective way for students
to retain information, dispel anxiety

Students should avoid cramming;
instead break studying down to optimize
exam preparation, knowlege retention

I’m sure you’ve all noticed it — the stressed looks, the
sighs, the random study groups perched in common rooms.
Finals are indeed upon us and you’re starting to wonder if
you learned anything over the past four months. You’ve now
hit the books and steadied yourself for the tests to come, the
winter break dangling in front of you like a dream. But we’ll
all get there ... eventually.
For now, studying has become our raison
d’être. And some of us have been studying for
finals since mid-November — or even further
back. Deep down, though, I think we’ve all
planned on cramming just a little.
Other students always sound guilty to me
when they admit that they’ve crammed before
a test, as if our high school counselors are still
Michael
somewhere near us, hiding in the bushes and
Lambert
First-year
waiting to reprimand us. As far as cramming is
comparative
concerned, there’s no reason to feel guilty.
literature
I think cramming before a test helps us all a
student
little, simply because tests are their own kind
of animals.
Tests have as little to do with learning, to me, as fur on a
peacock. Taking a test in and of itself is a skill: Some are good
at it, some are bad, but that doesn’t always mean that those
don’t know the material.
A lot of what troubles those who aren’t natural testers is
the stress of assessment, the knowledge that you only have
a certain amount of time to decipher cryptic multiple choice
questions.
Cramming, in a way, gives that anxiety a kick-start; you get
it out of your system before you enter the classroom. Sure,
you could feel confident after weeks of carefully scheduled
studying, but it’s that extra rush from cramming that will
push you into test-taking overdrive.
If you are one who studies in the long run, can you
honestly say the material comes any easier to mind when that
test is in front of you?
You’ll grasp most of it, but from personal experience I find
my mind is sluggish in dredging up facts from weeks ago.
Even if you’ve been studying since Homecoming,
cramming can be a great refresher, a way to shock your
brain into quickly retrieving what it already knows. A little
stressing of the brain cells could ultimately make it easier to
access material you know.
Of course, there are different ways to cram, some better
than others. That portrait of the college student the night
before a test — bent over scribbled-in notebooks, cups of
coffee littering her feet, the clock ticking on into the morning
hours — shouldn’t be true for any of us.
Cramming isn’t about taking a toll on your body. Do some
study hours the night before, in the morning and five minutes
before class. Don’t rob yourself of rest for one lump sum of
studying. It’s just not worth it.

Okay, let’s be honest. I am sure the majority of you have
at least once studied for a test the night before, and if you
haven’t, well, snaps for you. For most people, cramming is
the easiest way to study because you have to force yourself
to dive into your notes at the last minute.
For others, they just cram because they forgot they had
a test.
Unfortunately, cramming is the worst
idea, especially for exam week. Even though
the majority of us have at least done it once,
nine times out of 10 it’s not the best solution
to get an A.
As a hard-working procrastinator myself,
I’ve been in the cramming situation several
Marilyn
times, but surprisingly, not once have I taken
Joyner
it to an all-nighter. Around 2 a.m. is the
Second-year
longest I will go before the information just
English and
doesn’t stick anymore or I start falling asleep
dance student
on my desk.
It is impossible for students to cram a
load of information just in a couple of hours. The brain
gets tired and even though it may seem as though you are
retaining the information, most likely you’re not. I am
not saying you cannot stay up late, but make sure to get a
couple of hours of sleep so your brain can rest.
So, now that we have realized why our study habits are
problematic, this is the time to change. Prepare yourself
for exams a couple of days before. Even an hour a day
for a couple of days will make a huge difference. It is not
worth staying up all night, stressing to retain a load of
information, and being tired the next morning.
With exam week just around the corner, it’s time to grab
the coffee, pack up the books and head to “T Coop” for a
long week ahead. Even though exams are very stressful and
I am sure many of you are way over your head with work,
remember to take care of yourself first and then you will
succeed.
Exams are not a sprint; they are a marathon. You don’t
have to sprint — you just have to keep running. Stop
for a minute, take a water break, and don’t wear yourself
out. By taking it one length at a time, you will succeed in
developing both your knowledge and your metaphors.
Lao-Tzu said that a journey of a thousand miles begins
with a single step. Though exams aren’t that epic, you
should still heed his advice. Take your first step now.
Dust off that notebook and start reading those notes. If
you’re even further back, like I know some of you are,
and don’t have all the notes, call up a classmate and get
them down. Cramming is tough, but spacing things out
is not. When it comes time for the exam, you’ll be the
rare calm student in a room full of stressed-out zombies.
That’s another thing about cramming: no one should
have to mix a 5-Hour Energy with Red Bull.

Political pandemonium will ensue in coming semester
President’s first-year review, SG elections,
Sanford drama, 2010 races make
for eventful Spring semester
Well, it’s that time again.
It’s the week before fi nals and everyone is freaking out,
present company included. However, after our papers and
fi nals are done and we come back from winter break we’re
going on political overdrive.
First off, we’ll be taking stock of President Obama’s
first year in office. By then, the first of those 30,000
troops will be in Afghanistan. Either we will or will not
have some form of health care reform. And it’s an election
year. Some will say he’s not doing enough. Some will say
he’s doing too much. Some will take issue with him being
in the office at all. Hopefully as we come back and take
stock of this topsy-turvy year we’ll also learn that while
dissent is absolutely necessary to maintain a healthy
democracy, it’s not necessary to oppose one another on
absolutely everything. It gets sickening.
Second, we’ll be going into Student Government season
as people will be filing to run for SG offices. Has Taylor
Cain changed her mind? Can the election commission
get more than 15 percent of the student body to vote this
time around? Is Alex Stroman a shoo-in for president?

Should he run? Will Ebbie Yazdani ask for a promotion?
Will student senatorial candidates take the debates more
seriously this time? Heck, have they done anything
this year? That didn’t come from me. But each of these
questions are on somebody’s mind. There’s a whole field
for improvement in student involvement.
Third, t here’s t he whole issue wit h Mr. Sanford.
Unfort u nately for ou r jet-set t ing governor, if t he
investigation concerning his impeachment
clears the committee, the impeachment
resolution will be ready in the House by the
time we return from break. Unfortunately
for t he rest of us, shou ld t he G enera l
Assembly, again, engage in the governor’s
high drama it will cost us the public money
we’re paying them to solve our state’s larger
Austin
problems.
Jackson
That brings us to my fourth point — the
Second-year
2010
races. No matter whether you support
political science
Sheheen, McMaster, Rex, Haley, Grooms or
student
McLeod, the issues will be front and center
this time. At least I believe that it will be so.
So if having almost every gubernatorial candidate of both
parties on this campus THIS semester was wild, wait
until January. Also, we have city elections in April — and
every one of us is eligible to vote (assuming you’re at least
18). You have a pick of a current city council member, an
environmental activist, a couple distinguished lawyers

year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
c o l u m n s . C o l u m n i s t s s h o u l d ke e p
submissions to about 50 0 words in
length and include the author’s name and
position. Guest columns are limited to
three per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about it.
E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.

WANT TO GIVE ONE OF OUR COLUMNISTS A PIECE OF YOUR MIND? SEND
YOUR MESSAGE VIA E-MAIL TO SAGCKVEW@MAILBOX.SC.EDU. WE MAY
POST YOUR LETTER IN THE PAPER WITH A REPLY FROM THE COLUMNIST.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at
www.dailygamecock.com or send letters to the
editor at gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate
discussion in the University of South
Ca r o l i n a c o m m u n i t y. A ll p u b l i s h e d
authors are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words
in length and include the author’s name,

(one of which would become the first black mayor if
elected), and the owner of the Five Points business
Upstairs Audio.
Next semester, we’re going on political overdrive. To
say the least, I’ll have more fodder to write better columns
than I have been this semester. If you’re not into politics, I
feel sorry for you, but everyone’s going to be in for a ride
when we get back in January. See you then.
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“To many people holidays are not voyages
of discovery, but a ritual of reassurance.”
— Philip Andrew Adams
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Rating the holiday favorites
Festive tips for what to tune in to
on television this winter break
Colin Campbell

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

THUMBS UP
1. “A Christmas Story”

(Warner Bros. Pictures, 1983)
Quite possibly the greatest Christmas movie
ever made and, at the very least, a holiday classic.
This incredibly entertaining comedy about
young Ralphie and Randy’s crazy Christmas
full of school bullies, mean teachers, pink bunny
pajamas, Chinese Christmas dinner (fa-ra-ra-rara, ra-ra-ra-ra!) and a much-discouraged quest
for “an official Red Ryder carbine-action 200shot range model air rifle with a compass in the
stock” plays on TNT Wednesday at 10 p.m.

THUMBS DOWN
1. The “Harry
Potter” Series

(Warner Bros., 2001-2009)
A s much as I love the fantastical
w o r l d o f H a r r y Po t t e r w i t h i t s
enchanting characters and intriguing
plots, I have a small message for you,
program directors at ABC Family. Just
because you take the one scene where
they all say “Happy Christmas” in
their cute little British accents and
Flitwick decorates a Christmas tree
with ornaments and then you throw it
in an ad for your upcoming schedule
DOES NOT make any of the Harry
Potter films Christmas movies! Get
them out of the lineup!

2. “The Polar Express”

(Warner Bros. Pictures, 2004)
This relatively recent adaptation from Chris Van Allsburg’s 1985 novel captures
the essence of Christmas spirit — a little boy with growing doubt in Santa Claus
wakes up on Christmas Eve to a majestic locomotive outside his house with a conductor
beckoning him to hop aboard for a ride “to the North Pole, of course” on journey of faith,
belief, and friendship. ABC Family’s annual “25 Days of Christmas” played it last night, but
if you missed that, it is definitely worth renting on Netflix or at Blockbuster if you’re looking
for some extra Christmas spirit.

3. “Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer”

(CBS TV Special, Rankin/Bass, 1964)
“Rudolph” holds the title of longest-running annual TV special
for a reason — it has become tradition for millions of families
across the country and the globe. Based off of the well-known
carol, the tale follows a poor young reindeer with a certain aural
peculiarity that causes him to be outcast by his fellow reindeer
but in the end, makes him “the most famous reindeer of all.” CBS
will air the special Dec. 12 at 8 p.m.

4. “Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch
Stole Christmas”

(MGM, 1966)
All you Christmas-lovers, relax. I’m talking
about the animated version. Based off Dr. Seuss’
1957 Christmas fiction, “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas” focuses on the grumpy “Grinch” who
lives in isolation and hates everything about the
“Whos,” the happy inhabitants of the nearby town,
especially their Christmas spirit. When he devises
a plan to steal all their presents and decorations to
“prevent Christmas from coming” he gets a more
Christmas spirit than he could have ever imagined.
Grab the movie, some friends, and some loved ones and put it on — it’s a classic.

5. “A Charlie Brown Christmas”

(CBS TV Special, 1965)
“MERRY CHRISTMAS, CHARLIE BROWN!” In the late Charles Schultz’s
Christmas fable, Charlie Brown suffers some serious depression as a result of a
materialistic dog, unbearable friends, and having to individually direct an entire
Christmas play. This is all while fearing that commercialism has taken over his Christmas
until Linus quietly speaks up and reminds everyone of the true meaning and reason behind
the holiday. This annual Christmas animation will play Tuesday on ABC.

2. Tim Allen sequels

First off, anyone who stars in four Christmas movies in
the span of 12 years is overdoing it a little bit. Released in
1994, Disney’s “The Santa Claus” might have passed as a
mildly heart-warming fl ick, but both of the sequels failed
miserably at being decent Christmas movies which come off
much more as sad attempts at comedy by tying to add both
excess plot and depth to already stale characters. Columbia
Pictures’ “Christmas with the Kranks” was a little more
legitimate in terms of plot but brought more of the same
lame brand of slapstick humor in Allen’s other movies.
Basically, I’m tired of seeing the guy who starred in 2006’s
“The Shaggy Dog” do the same old tricks in my Christmas
marathons.

3. Jim Carrey Ruining
Christmas

You all know what I mean. Carrey needs to
stop this sad trend of taking perfectly good
Christmas movies and subjecting them to his
really cheesy comedic license. In Universal
Studios’ remake of 2000’s “Dr. Seuss’ How
the Grinch Stole Christmas” the added plot
with the Grinch’s childhood and his love
triangle with “Mayor Maywho” and “Martha
May” ruined the story enough. Coupled with
Carrey’s portrayal of the Grinch, attempting
to humorously brood in his loneliness for
the better part of two hours, viewers were
left wanting to turn off their TVs and burn
down their Christmas trees. It appears
he’s at it again this year with Dickens’ “A
Christmas Carol” playing basically the
same character — the grumpy, self-centered
Ebenezer Scrooge. When will it end?

Comments on this story? E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu

Season proves fruitful for upcoming film releases
‘Up In The Air,’ ‘Nine,’
‘Invictus’ among promising
box office offerings
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER

The Christmas season is the time for
Hollywood’s greatest gifts. Studios start to
gear up for the big awards season and that
means the next month will have a stunning
concentration of some of the year’s most
anticipated films. Make sure you take a
break from the eggnog to see these highly
anticipated flicks.
“UP IN THE AIR” – DEC. 25. Director
Jason Reitman has been quietly making a
name for himself with his first two features,
“Thank You For Smoking” and “Juno.” In
his latest comedy/drama, George Clooney
stars as a corporate efficiency expert who
lives most of his life traveling through
airports. The early word out of festivals is
that Reitman’s film is a graceful beauty and
a strong contender to hit year-end best lists.
“INVICTUS” – DEC. 11. Age never seems
to slow down 79-year-old Clint Eastwood,
who again steps behind the camera to direct
Morgan Freeman in a look at how South
African president Nelson Mandela used the
World Rugby Cup to help unite his nation.
Also starring Matt Damon, the film has won
early praise for its level-headed approach to
a political subject and Eastwood’s typical
sure-handed visuals.
“THE LOVELY BONES” – DEC. 11.
Peter Jackson melds his passion for fantasy
and his roots in suburban thrillers for his
adaptation of Alice Sebold’s best-selling
novel. The story follows a young murdered
girl played by Saoirse Ronan of “Atonement”
who watches her family from beyond the
grave as they try to heal and catch her killer.
With a supporting cast that includes Mark

Wahlberg, Rachel Weisz, and a much-hyped
Stanley Tucci, Jackson’s latest looks dark and
compelling.
“N I N E” – DEC. 25. Director Rob
Marshall of “Chicago” takes on another
razzle-dazzle musical , this time bringing
to life the stage adaptation of classic Italian
film “8 1/2.” Daniel Day-Lewis leads an
all-star cast that includes Nicole Kidman and
Penelope Cruz as a film director struggling
to create art as he wades through his troubled
past.
With sumptuous costume and production
detail and plenty of great craftsmen on the
crew, “Nine” has been one of the year’s most
anticipated films.
“AVATAR” – DEC. 18. Admittedly, the
trailers for James Cameron’s first film since
“Titanic” 12 years ago leave something to be
desired. Considering how hard the writer/
director has worked to hype his film up for
years, meticulously biding his time until
technology caught up with his vision, it will
take a lot to meet expectations.
But James Cameron is also known to fully
take advantage of the best technology money
can buy. Hopefully his new sci-fi war fi lm,
which employs new computer generated and
3-D technologies to create its environments
and characters, will deliver everything its
director promises.
“SHERLOCK HOLMES” – DEC. 25.
British director Guy Ritchie of “Snatch”
is k ind of an odd choice to take on an
adaptation of the master sleuth, but the
trailers show Ritchie is trying to pay homage
while reinventing the literary legend in his
flashy style. Robert Downey Jr. gives his
unique quirk to the title role, while Jude
Law steps in as Dr. Watson for a film that’s
looking to pack as much action as mystery.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu

MCT Campus

MCT Campus

MCT Campus

The Daily Gamecock ● FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2009

PAGE 9

‘Monk’ washing hands of his last case
After eight seasons,
USA’s OCD detective
show says goodbye
Jonathan Storm
MCT Campus

Most stars of longrunning series go screaming
out t he door when t heir
show w raps. No more
contract, no more money,
no more need to talk to
pesky reporters.
“I’m off the clock, so it
does feel a little f unny,”
said Tony Shalhoub on the
phone Tuesday, “but we’re
proud of the finale, so we
want people to tune in.”
Adrian Monk, the
character Shalhoub plays
on the USA Network series
“Monk,” sails off into the
sunset Friday at 9 p.m. EST,
having helped turn USA,
and cable TV in general,
around.
Shalhoub, about as
rela xed as M r. Mon k is
o b s e s s e d a n d p r i c k l y,
doesn’t take a lot of credit.
“Cable was in the process
of changing, and more and
more people were drawn to
cable — writers, producers,
actors, directors. In eight
years, that entire landscape
has sort of done a 180.”
“Mon k ” prem iered on
USA on July 12, 2002, four
months after “The Shield”
showed up on F X . T he
two proved not only that
there was a place for quality
scripted fare on basic cable,
but that basic cable, with
it s shor ter sea son s a nd
greater freedom than the
traditional networks, might
act ually be the place for
quality scripted fare.
“ T he net work s rea l ly
have t heir work c ut out
for them,” Shalhoub said.
“Cable always was regarded
as sort of a bastard child
or somet hing, and when

nobody was looking, it just
exploded.”
“Monk” was lighter than
most of the cable hours that
followed, but it set the stage
for Kyra Sedgwick’s “The
Closer” on TNT, which led
on that network to a genre
of tough female cops. On
its home network USA, the
characters were quirkier —
“Burn Notice” features a
fired spy who won’t take no
for an answer and “Psych”
has a fake psychic.
And it helped revive the
off-beat detective character
that was once a TV staple,
from James Rock ford to
Thomas Magnum to Rick
a nd A .J. Si mon. “ T he
Mentalist” is one of CBS’
biggest new hits. Tim Roth’s
Dr. Ca l L ight m a n see s
through criminal fog on
Fox’s “Lie to Me.” Geekball
mathematicians work cases
on CBS’ “Numb3rs.”
In t he winter of 2003,
after the show’s first season,
Shalhoub won the Golden
Glob e for b e st comed y
performance by an actor.
“That happened before I
realized we were really on
anyone’s radar,” he said.
“That f irst year, a lot of
people were scratching their
heads.”
Fr iday n ight , we’l l
d iscover who mu rdered
Mr. Monk’s beloved wife,
Trudy, sending him so deep
into obsessive-compulsive
disorder that he needed to
hire a companion to help
him get through the dust of
life that most of us fi nd so
easy to ignore.
W hen Traylor Howard
r e pl a c e d Bit t y S c h r a m
i n t he posit ion i n 20 0 4
(because of “a new creative
direction” or supportingactor greediness, we may
never know), the fans went
nuts, but Howard proved to
be a reasonable change.
“The people who were
drawn to the show became

l i k e M o n k a l i t t l e ,”
Shalhoub said, “and fi xated
on it.”
Shalhoub is leaving with
a smile.
“Creat ively, it was t he
right time. You just don’t
w a nt t o g e t t o a pl a c e

of complacenc y. It’s t he
actor’s dilemma. You want
some kind of stability and
security, but not too much.”
Ne x t up — “not 10 0
percent signed and
sealed” — is the Broadway
revival this winter of the

farce “Lend Me a Tenor,”
directed by his old friend
Stanley Tucci, who won a
2007 guest acting Emmy on
“Monk.”
A nd for e x a s p er at i ng
f u s s b u d g e t M r. M o n k
himself?

“I’m a believer that there’s
change, that there’s feeling,”
Shalhoub said. “I would say
there is some hope.”
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu

MAKE THE
SEASON MERRY.

Ring in the holidays with apps, games
and music for more than 50 phones.
1MVT HFUB 19% faculty and staff discount.
On calling plans $39.99 or higher with a 1- or 2-yr. agreement.

Nokia Twist™
t6OJRVFTRVBSFEFTJHOUIBUUXJTUT
open to reveal a QWERTY keyboard
t7$"45.VTJDXJUI3IBQTPEZ¥BOE
7JTVBM7PJDF.BJM4. capable

NEW! BlackBerry® Storm2™
t%PNPSFJONPSFQMBDFT
with Wi-Fi capability
t&OIBODFEUPVDITDSFFOXJUI4VSF1SFTT
T
lets you be even more accurate

The Best Destination For Holiday Gifts.

Official Wireless Provider of
the USC Gamecocks

Switch to America’s Largest and Most Reliable Wireless Network.
Call 1.888.VZW.4BIZ (899.4249)

Click verizonwireless.com/getdiscount

Visit any Communications Store

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES Open 7 days a week.
COLUMBIA 173 Columbiana Dr. 803-749-4500
331 Killan Rd. 803-735-3177
10110 Two Notch Rd. 803-419-2585
7007-A Two Notch Rd. 803-865-6300

MCT Campus

Traylor Howard, left, has played Shalhoub’s assistant for five
years on the show “Monk” which is ending it’s 8-year run.

LEXINGTON 5596 Sunset Blvd. 803-808-2009
ORANGEBURG 2718 North Rd. 803-534-4150
SUMTER 73 W. Wesmark Blvd. 803-775-6809

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS

1-800-899-4249

Activation fee/line: $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt and Calling Plan. Device capabilities: Add’l charges & conditions apply. Offers & coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. Network
details & coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. Rhapsody and the Rhapsody logo are trademarks and registered trademarks of RealNetworks, Inc. All company names, trademarks, logos and copyrights not the
property of Verizon Wireless are the property of their respective owners. All Rights Reserved. ©2009 Verizon Wireless
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Inside the Box ● By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

The Scene
USC

Whiteboard ● By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

JOSH ROBERTS AND THE HINGES, MAGNETIC FLOWERS,
THE WHISKEY GENTRY
8:30 p.m., $8 over 21 / $10 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

TODAY

PhD ● By Jorge Chan

TOMORROW

RANDALL BRAMBLETT
5 p.m., $10
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.

PARIS
3, 5:30 & 8 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

THE COLUMBIA FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
7 p.m.
Five Points

MOTOGRATER, FACEDOWN, APRILS FALL, L.I.E.,
AS SICK AS US
7 p.m., $10 advance/$12 day of show
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

LIGHTS BEFORE CHRISTMAS
6 p.m., $8
Riverbanks Zoo and Gardens

AMERICAN GUN CD RELEASE WITH WESTBANK
AND ROB LINDSEY
7 p.m., $4
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

12/04/09

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=
A R I E S A n older
associate prov ides you
with an opportunit y that
promises satisfaction but also
ensures a basic income. Stay
until you learn the game.
T A U R U S Ta k e
your partner with you to
a ny i mpor t a nt meet i ng.
Together you accomplish
far more t ha n you ca n
sepa rately. Oppor t u n it y
knocks.
GEM INI

A female
present s a new idea t hat
you ju mp on right away.
She understands the need
for balance among the ideas
supplied by each co-worker.

C A NCER

Get
c r e at i v e w it h w h at e v e r
materials you already have.

Clean out refrigerator and
cupboards to make space for
the new.

LEO Stick to the basics
today. You get more for your
money. Grab hold and hang
on tight, then shift gears.

V IRG O

in struggling against the
inevitable.

SAGITTARIUS To
get the most out of business
opportunities, dress for the
moment.
C A PR ICOR N

A fema le
provides excellent ideas to
help raise money. Test these
ideas before you invest your
life savings.

Rem a rk ably, e ver yone’s
i n s y nc today. You f i nd
opportunities to soften the
compet it ion or to reach
clients with your message.

LIBRA Without the aid
of a female, you might not
get anything done. Together
you can do big things. Isolate
and follow your strongest
desire.

AQUARIUS Reach
for t he st a r s. We k now
they’re far away, but they
look so close right now.

SCORPIO If there’s
a vote today, the ladies win.
Accept this fact and work
with it. There’s no point

PI S C E S A c c e pt a n
opportunity from an elder.
This could involve money.
It definitely improves your
image. Colorize.

12/04/09

Solution for 12/03/09

Solution for 12/04/09

ACROSS
1 According to
design
10 Attended
15 Prolong
16 Preﬁx with glyph
17 “No need to get
so excited”
19 Triage sites,
brieﬂy
20 River of Tuscany
21 Short-tailed
weasel
22 Geometric ﬁg.
24 Kiara’s mother in
“The Lion King”
25 Letters on
seconds
27 “__ out?”
29 “Medium” network
32 Breakthroughs in
therapy, say
35 Language
teaching site
37 “No way!”
40 “The Lord of the
Rings” monster
41 Visibly
embarrassed
42 Thin swimmer
44 Speaker in
Cooperstown
45 Bit of treasure
46 Fireworks
reactions
48 What a
nyctophobe fears
51 Gelatin candy
54 Composer
Khachaturian
58 Stimpy’s pal
59 “No idea”
62 Crescent shapes
63 Floating point
64 That point
65 Hematite
producers
DOWN
1 Invitation sender
2 Cubic measure
3 Foreknowledge
4 Sass
5 Novelist Seton
6 “The Killing Fields”
Oscar winner

Solution for 12/03/09 and 12/04/09
Haing S. __
7 Lions or tigers or
bears
8 It replaced the
Slovak koruna
on 1/1/2009
9 Rehab symptoms
10 Eddy
11 Pilot
12 “Contact”
acronym
13 Presley’s middle
name
14 Voice mail cue
18 Limo leaders, at
times
23 Relaxed pace
24 Peggy Lee and
Marilyn Monroe,
at birth
26 Dashboard
letters
27 Comic book
artists
28 “__ say more?”
30 Atlantic game
ﬁsh
31 Zoo enclosure
32 Shogun’s capital
33 Bygone days

34 Like much
pottery
36 Food preservative
letters
38 Fall back
39 Tucked in
43 Slatted window
opening
47 Quite weighty
49 Meet with the old
gang
50 Joints with caps
51 Leave abruptly,
as a lover
52 “Nope”
53 Doe to be
identiﬁed

54 Culture
medium
55 __-Rooter
56 Fordham’s hoops
conf.
57 School closing?
60 Preﬁx with light
61 One-third of
CDLIII
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CAROLINA HEADS
UP TO CLEMSON
Gamecocks look to continue
USC’s recent success
in Palmetto State
Sam Davis

STAFF WRITER

The South Carolina Gamecocks
have a rare opportunity on Sunday
afternoon. If the Gamecocks are able
to travel to Littlejohn Coliseum and
sneak away with a victory from the
No. 18 Clemson Tigers, Carolina will
have handed its bitter enemy what
could be its worst weeklong span in
history.
The f irst blow for CU was
Saturday’s 34-17 victory loss to USC
in Williams-Brice Stadium. The
next disappointment for Clemson
athletics came when the streaking
men’s basketball team, up to No. 18 in
the nation, entered halftime against
Illinois with a 20-point lead. But with a
35-10 run in the second half, the Illini
were able to complete the school’s
biggest comeback of all time, and bury
the Tigers deeper into misery.
Though the odds are against them,
the undermanned underdogs of South
Carolina are playing good basketball
as a unit leading into the Palmetto
State battle. In order for Carolina
to continue its winning ways, coach
Darrin Horn will continue to stress
the most important assets to bring to
the court, particularly when missing
two key starters.
One reason Carolina was able to
win easily over Western Kentucky on
Wednesday night was effort. Carolina

SEC hoops yet
to live up to
preseason hype

outhustled its opponent to ever y
loose ball, which is imperative for any
injury-depleted team to be able to do.
That kind of play needs to continue
against stronger teams like Clemson
for the Gamecocks to have a chance.
“Every second counts, every loose
ball,” freshman for ward Lakeem
Jackson said. “We can’t take any
possessions off.”
According to Horn, its not that his
players need to elevate their game to
another level. They just need to play
to their full potential – each and every
one of them in one collective, group
effort.
“People l i ke to say ‘step up’,
but I do not believe in that phrase
because it implies that somebody
has to do something that they are
not capable of,” Horn said. “We just
need everybody to do what they are
capable of. With our situation in the
past week, it becomes more important
because you lose some cushion when
you have talent and experience out [of
the lineup].”
Facing its first Top 25 opponent
of the season this Sunday, USC’s
matchup against Clemson is big in
more than one ways. It will provide a
legitimate feel for what kind of damage
the team can do minus forwards senior
Dominique Archie and junior Mike
Holmes. If it can stump the Tigers to
complete their eight days of misery,
that would speak measures towards the
potential of this team, which would
seem sky high.

League has yet
to see improvement
from last year

Kara Roache / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Freshman forward Lakeem Jackson and the Gamecocks will face their
toughest test yet when they travel to Clemson to take on the Tigers.

Florida will prove naysayers wrong
Gators will overcome
adversity to win SEC title

Dave Martin / The Associated Press

Mark Ingram and Alabama want payback for 2008.

Phil Sandlin / The Associated Press

A win will send Tim Tebow and UF to the title game.

To everyone digging the Florida Gators a
grave and handing the SEC Championship
and BCS Championship Game berth to
Alabama – that’s not going to happen.
Carlos Dunlap’s absence, Mark Ingram’s
wheels, an anemic offense, monstrous
Crimson Tide lines – it will
mean not hing tomorrow.
T h e r e i s n o a m o u nt of
adversit y t hat ca n derail
this Florida team. Nothing
is going to keep t his
Florida team from tak ing
its penult imate step into
James
the pantheon of collegiate
Kratch
football dy nast ies. They
Second-year
might not be as dominant as
English student
they once where. They might
be facing a great Alabama team, they might
not have their best pash rusher, but the
Gators still have a spirit and a will that is
unmatched. If you want proof, just go back
to last year’s SEC title game.
It’s an old adage in football, right
up there with low man wins and a
game of inches – you’ve got to play
four full quarters.” Last December
i n At la nt a, Flor ida d id.
Alabama didn’t.
”I remember telling
our k ids, ‘Those are the
moments you remember,’”
Florida coach Urban Meyer
said. “Those are the ones
that coaches cherish, where
you get to grab the team on the
sidelines and say, ‘We have to pound it in
here or do this or that and stop them.’”
Down 20-17 to what appeared to be
a superior team headed into the final 15
minutes of regulation, UF found a way.
While its defense shut down the Crimson
Tide, the offense drove down the field
twice and scored.
“All year long we had been working
on fi nishing. We had been striving for a
finish,” UF quarterback Tim Tebow said.
“In that fourth quarter, I think we really

Kratch’s Conference Championship Forecast

rallied together and really came up with a
lot of heart, and found ways to finish.”
Ballgame: 31-20. Florida goes to the
national championship game. Alabama
heads to the Sugar Bowl and waits ‘til next
year.
“[The Gators] made the plays in the
game when they needed to make them,”
Alabama coach Nick Saban said.
Now, here we are in next year. The
rematch many anticipated has come true,
and the stakes are the same. Winner gets
to play for the crystal football, loser goes
to the Superdome. Many think the script
will reverse itself this time around. It won’t.
T h is Flor ida tea m has weat hered
everything that has come its way. Coaches
leaving, injuries, graduations, early draft
ex its, arrests, concussions — all U F
has done is keep moving forward, keep
winning.
Have they been as dominant as they were
a year ago, especially on offense? No. Have
they lived up to the high bar the college
football world and 2008’s performance set
for them? Nope. Does that worry anybody
in Gainesville? Doesn’t sound like it.
“I think [people] would expect us to be
more flashy and put up more points.
That just hasn’t been us. We’ve
found ways to win. I think there
was a lot of expectations out
of us. And so I don’t think we
lived up to all of them from
the outside forces,” Tebow
said. “But we did internally
because we’re 12-0, and that’s
all that matters.”
Now 12-0, and soon to
be 13-0. Don’t get me wrong.
Alabama is a very good football team.
A very good team. On paper, they are
probably the better team. However, we play
the games on the field, not on paper.
UF will fi nd a way to score points and
keep Ingram at bay. This one will go the
distance again, and just like they have all
year long, Florida will find a way. Strength
and speed help you get to this game. Heart
and courage win it. Both teams possess all
those qualities. Florida just has more of it.
Gators 24, Crimson Tide 17.

Big 12 Championship Game
Nebraska vs. Texas

ACC Championship Game
Neither team looked very good in its cross-state rivalry games,
but then again, both teams didn’t have to look good. This is the
game that counts. The second time’s a charm for the Tigers.

The Big 12 title game is notorious for upsets, and the pioneer of
that trend was the first-ever championship game in 1996, where the
unranked Texas Longhorns shocked No. 3 Nebraska 37-27. Thirteen
years later, the Huskers will be looking to return the favor. They’ll
come close, but Texas moves on to face Florida in Pasadena.

The Pick: Clemson 35, Georgia Tech 27

The Pick: Texas 28, Nebraska 24

Clemson vs. Georgia Tech

Morgan State, East Tennessee
St ate, Sout h A laba m a , St .
L o u i s , I U P U I , Wo f f o r d ,
Rider and Richmond. W hat
do all of these schools have in
common? They’ve all beaten
an Southeastern Conference
basketball team this season.
Entering the 2009-10 season,
the softened SEC conference
from a year ago was expected to
be fully restocked on star talent
and ready to prove to the nation
it will have more than just three
teams dancing in this March.
But in the first few weeks of the
season, hardly anybody in the
SEC has showed that they can
play with the cream of the crop
from other major
conferences like
the ACC and Big
East.
The conference
already has
a long list of
embarrassing
Sam
lo s s e s a f t e r a n
Davis
ent i re season.
Second-year
broadcast
To c l o s e o u t
journalism
t he mont h of
student
November,
the A rkansas
Razorbacks lost their last three
contests to Morgan State, East
Ten nessee State and Sout h
Alabama. Worse, with a chance
to show the nation that it could
play with a ranked team from a
major conference, Arkansas was
run off the court on national
television in a 30-point loss to
No. 20 Louisville.
In another example of Big
East supremacy over the SEC,
when LSU met with the No.
13 Connecticut Huskies, the
Bayou Benga ls looked l i ke
sickly tiger cubs, never even
having a chance in the game.
UConn ended up routing LSU,
one of the stronger teams in the
SEC, 81-55.
Even the Kentucky Wildcats,
with the newly appointed and
always well-dressed coach John
Calipari and the top recruiting
class in the nation, have been
less than impressive in their
7-0 start to the season, as it
took a John Wall buzzer-beater
to sneak past t he fearsome
Redhawks of Miami. Nobody
t h at K ent uc k y h a s b e at en
thus far will so much as sniff
Division I postseason play.
B u t c o m i n g u p D e c . 5,
C a l ip a r i a n d h i s g a n g o f
diaper-dandies have a chance
to prove to the nation just how
good they really can be against
t he No. 10 Nort h Carolina
Ta rheels on CBS. If U NC
breezes past the SEC’s best
competition, it’s safe to say that
nobody from the conference
will be doing much damage in
the NCA A Tournament. But
until Kentuck y proves itself
against a ranked Big East or
ACC opponent, it will not be
recog n ized for beat ing t he
sense out of mediocre schools.
Just take a look at the mess
called the SEC West, which is
drowning in mediocrity and led
by an Ole Miss Rebel team that
hardly has the capabilities to
reach the NIT. The West has
a combined 15 losses already,
t r iple t h at of t he E a ster n
division. One could say that
t he disappoi nt i ng Wester n
d iv ision is weigh i ng dow n
its conference counterpart,
making undefeated Florida and
Kentucky along with annual
competitor Tennessee look like
they are playing weak teams.
But the entire conference, not
just the West, is unproven at
this point.
For a conference looking to
earn back some respect that
was lost after a disappointing
season, the SEC is yet to make
any big moves to prove that it’s
back in business.
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Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
Additional Info

Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

DEADLINE

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior
to publication

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Announcements

Housing-Rent

NEED CASH? Earn up to $2,000 during
finals week! Better World Books needs
your help buying textbooks & colect textbook donations. Help your friends getmore cash for their books and earn
money in theprocess. Contact Shannon
@ 770-596-7497 or go to

3BR 2BA HOME IN ROSEWOOD.
Cute bungalow w/front porch fenced yd
HWD & W/D incld. Min from USC.
$1200/6or12/mo lease
Call Carla 730-2576.

www.better worldbooks.com/campusoperatiave

Apartments
THANKSGIVING SPECIAL
No Security Deposit. Efficiences-$642
2BR-$750 incldes everything. 12/mo
lease CORNELL ARMS 799-1442

Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
Houses &Apts 2-4BR walking distance
to USC $675 and up. Call 254-6613
www.securityrealty.net
Rooms for Rent - Lg Spacious
walking distance to USC $300/mo.
Call 463-5129

Roommates

For Sale

F/seeks/F subleaser Spring in Wodlands 4BR fully furn. Great amenities.
$550/m Email mille284@mailbox.sc.edu

New, Used Major Brands - guitar, amps
drums, speaker systems, accessories,
electric and acoustic instruments
THE MUSIC STORE 4437 DEVINE ST.
www.themusicstore.us 787-2773

Housing-Rent
2BR 1.5BA Charleston Townhouse
LR,dining room & kit w/utility area.
Fncd yard with shed $850. 5 min from
downtown. 107 Ashley Ct. W. Cola
261-9085
Rooms & Apts For Rent @ USC
318-0800 or rajaluri@aeliusa.com
4BR 2BA $1195 or 5BR 2BA $1295
hdwd flrs fenced yard Shandon
with jacuzzi.
318-0729
1BR CONDO - fully furn w/sec. available next semester & beyond. @ the
Spur next to stadium. Call 422-9173.
2 & 3 BR HOUSES FOR RENT
Olympia - very nice w/d conn CH&A.
Call Jeff 238-9185

Help Wanted
New company looking for junior level or
higher software developer. Must have
solid knowledge of C++, proficient in
Flash & OpenGL (or equivalent). $15/hr
hired as contractor so must own your
own equipment. 15-20/hrs/wk. Send resume to info@biomaginesoftware.com
YE OLE FASHIONED ICE CREAM
& SANDWICH CAFE’ NOW HIRING
ALL STAFF. Good pay & tips. Flexible
hours. Perfect for students.
7490 Garners Ferry next to Walmart.
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.

Help Wanted
ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIALIST II
USC SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
DEPT. OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
DIVISION OF GERIATRICS
$9-$15/hr depending on experience.
Temporary PT 20/hr/wk flexible M-F daytime hours. Request at least 2 years of
administrative/office experience; knowledge of MS Word and Excel knowledge
of Blackboard system and Power Point
helpful; provide administrative support
for the educational functions of the
Division of Geriatrics; ability to deal effectively with the public and colleagues.
Please email resume to
joni.rusnak@uscmed.sc.edu or call
545-5315 for more info.

Help Wanted
Restaurants
TOMBO GRILLE
Now hiring experienced wait staff.
Apply in person from 3pm-5pm.
4517 Forest Drive.

Help Wanted
Runners
ROBINSON MCFADDEN & MOORE,
PC is now searching for a runner to
start in early January 2010 in its downtown Columbia legal office. PT position,
flexible work schedules.
Please contact Sheilah @ 227-1123

Major credit cards accepted

Help Wanted
Runners
PT Runner needed for downtown law
firm. Tues & Thursday hours. If desired,
more hours available some weeks. Can
offer 15-20/hrs/wk. Must have reliable
transportation and valid automobile insurance. Casual business dress required. Competitive salary and paid
parking. Email resume to A Rhodes at
arhodes@ellislawhorne.com.

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP?
FREE pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Work Study
Opportunities
$9/HOUR!
WORK STUDY STUDENT
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
for Finance Dept. @ SC Vocational
Rehabilitation near airport. MUST have
an award to be eligible for these jobs.
Please call Cathy Smith
@ 896-6553 for interview. EOE.

Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

